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INTRODUCTION

En esta unidad vamos a estudiar en profundidad el concepto de verbo auxiliar.
Este tipo de verbos lo vamos a usar en diferentes contextos:

a) Oraciones afirmativas: I have done it

b) Oraciones negativas: I didn't put it there

c) Oraciones interrogativas: Where do you live?

d) Reemplazando al verbo principal: Yes, I would.

e) Question tags. (coletillas interrogativas): You go to the gym, don't you?



1- Affirmative sentences

Mira estas oraciones:
· I play           · I played          · I have played           · I have been playing

A la hora de formar tiempos verbales en afirmativa, usaremos un
verbo principal y, a veces, un verbo auxiliar.

Presta atención a ese verbo auxiliar, ya que lo vamos a usar para
construir los tipos de oraciones que vamos a ver a continuación. 



2- Negative sentences

Mira estas oraciones:
· You play                · You played           · You have played           · You have been playing

Como ves, hay tiempos verbales que están formados por un verbo y tiempos verbales
que están formados por dos verbos o más

a) Hacer negativas de las azules es muy fácil, porque ya tenemos dos verbos y el primero
es el auxiliar... 
You haven't played                You haven't been playing

b) Pero, ¿Cómo lo hacemos con las verdes? Pues como sólo hay un verbo principal,
añadiremos nosotros un verbo auxiliar, que siempre será "do" en sus diferentes formas.
Por lo tanto, las negativas de esas oraciones son:

·  You don't play         · You didn't play



3- Interrogative sentences

Mira estas oraciones:
· You play                · You played           · You have played           · You have been playing

Como ves, hay tiempos verbales que están formados por un verbo y tiempos verbales
que están formados por dos verbos o más

a) Hacer interrogativas de las azules es muy fácil, porque ya tenemos dos verbos y el
primero es el auxiliar... 
Have you played?             Have you been playing?

b) Pero, ¿Cómo lo hacemos con las verdes? Pues como sólo hay un verbo principal,
añadiremos nosotros un verbo auxiliar, que siempre será "do" en sus diferentes formas.
Por lo tanto, las interrogativas de esas oraciones son:

·  Do you play?       · Did you play?



4- Replacing the main verb

Mira estas oraciones:
·  Yes, I do               · No, I wouldn't               · Yes, he has          · She said that she will

Esto de sustituir al verbo principal normalmente ocurre en las respuestas cortas,
como ya has escuchado mil veces. Por ejemplo:
Do you play tennis?  Yes, I do  /  No, I don't
Would you do it?  Yes, I would   /  No, I wouldn't

En estos casos, tenemos que usar el auxiliar de la pregunta y listo. Otro caso
parecido es el último ejemplo. Aquí will está sustituyendo él solo a todo el tiempo
verbal cuando está claro cuál es el verbo principal porque ya lo hemos mencionado
antes. Mira más ejemplos:
· You ate the cake, but you said that you hadn‘t.
· He hasn't phoned yet, but he said he would.



5- Question tags

Mira estas oraciones
· You have a car, don't you?        · He is studying, isn't he?       · You will come, won't you?

Como ves, en las oraciones de arriba, hay una afirmación y luego una pregunta a modo
de confirmación. En castellano usamos un simple "¿no?", pero en inglés usamos
"question tags" como las que ves ahí. Para formarlas, sólo tenemos que coger el verbo
auxiliar de nuestra afirmación y negarlo.  

Como es de esperar, si tu afirmación es negativa, el verbo de la "question tag" irá
en afirmativa! Mira: 

· You don't want to come, do you?
· He hasn't finished yet, has he?



Verb To Be

Mira estas oraciones
· You aren't busy     · Are you busy?     · I thought you were     · You are busy, aren't you?

Todos los usos de los verbos auxiliares que hemos visto anteriormente funcionan con
todos los verbos menos con el verbo to be.

Cuando el verbo to be sea el principal, no necesitamos usar auxiliares para formar
las oraciones que hemos visto anteriormente.



Affirmative
sentences

Negative
sentences

Interrogative
sentences

Replacing the
main verb Question tags

You have played
tennis

You haven't played
tennis

Have you played
tennis?

You think I have
never played
tennis, but I

promise I have.

You have played
tennis, haven't

you?

He played tennis He didn't play
tennis Did he play tennis?

He didn't play
tennis, but

everyone thought
he did

He didn't play
tennis, did he?

He plays tennis He doesn't play
tennis

Does he play
tennis?

He never plays
tennis, but he says

he does

He plays tennis,
doesn't he?

She is good She isn't good Is she good? I thought she was She's good, isn't
she?

Summary



EXERCISES

1- Change the following tenses into negative and interrogative

I drink coffee

He drinks coffee

I drank coffee

I have drunk coffee

He would drink coffee

He was nice

Affirmative                                              Negative                                 Interrogative 



Answer key
1- Change the following tenses into negative and interrogative

I drink coffee

He drinks coffee

I drank coffee

I have drunk coffee

He would drink coffee

He was nice

Affirmative                                              Negative                                 Interrogative 

I don't drink coffee

He doesn't drink coffee

I didn't drink coffee

I haven't drunk coffee

He wouldn't drink coffee

He wasn't nice

Do I drink coffee?

Does he drink coffee?

Did I drink coffee?

Have I drunk coffee?

Would he drink coffee?

Was he nice?


